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’s article about the HS2 route through the countryside (The 
long read, 17 November) was excellent - a compelling overview of its effect 
on rural communities. But, though any article about the omnishambles 
that is HS2 is welcome, it was incomplete. Perhaps Patrick could also now 

wander around Camden to see and record the devastation that HS2 will bring to 

urban residents: 24/7 working with all the associated noise and pollution 

that goes with such work through a conservation area; fragile houses - part of John 

Nash’s scheme for Regent’s Park - being drilled under for the purpose of installation 

of concrete staves; roads closed for years; tower blocks destroyed; Drummond 
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Street (known for its Asian restaurants) destroyed; London Zoo car park taken over 
by HS2’s HGVs, which threatens the endangered hedgehog community. 


Small local businesses will be jeopardised due to noise and lack of access, and there 
will be no compensation in any form for those living within the M25. An article on 
HS2’s effects on Camden would surely be an equally depressing but irresistible read. 
Lorely Burkill 

London 


¢ By starting his walk over the HS2 route at West Ruislip, Patrick Barkham missed 
perhaps the most foolish thing about the whole project: its failure to link up directly 
with HS1. Instead of providing a seamless link to Europe, at best travellers from the 
north and Midlands who wish to go on to cross the Channel! will be faced with a 
difficult change involving dragging their baggage along the Euston Road to the HS1 
terminus at St Pancras. Joined-up thinking? This government can’t even do joined- 
up travel! 

Dr Richard Carter 

London 


¢ Patrick Barkham’s heartbreaking account of the onrushing HS2 reminded me of the 
time four years ago when I went to express my anger at the scheme to local MP John 
Howell, quite possibly the most arrogant man I have ever met, who sneered: “Why 
are you so bothered? It isn’t going through Thame.” In fact, the residual effects will 
be as catastrophic as the railway. Apart from the line and the inevitable rape of the 
environment, the influx of construction traffic will blight all surrounding areas by 
the wayside for years to come. There are already sinister little signs on the roads 
around Princes Risborough warning of just this. Once the monster trucks start 
rolling through the Chilterns, it will be interesting to see how many HS2 apologists 
change their minds. Mass protest aside, I suggest that voters affected by HS2 do 
their utmost to remove from office every single MP - mostly Conservative - whose 
constituencies fall along the route, and replace them with anti-HS2 independents. 
Max Bell 

Thame, Oxfordshire 


¢ Join the debate - email guardian.letters@theguardian.com 


As the climate crisis escalates... 


... the Guardian will not stay quiet. You’ve read 207 articles in the last nine months. 
And you’re not alone; millions are flocking to the Guardian every day, and 
thousands read our environmental reporting every week. Readers in 180 countries, 
including Malaysia now support us financially. 
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Amid the various crises of 2020, we continue to recognise the climate emergency as 
the defining issue of our lifetimes. We’re determined to uphold our reputation for 
producing powerful, high-impact environmental journalism that reflects the 
urgency of the situation and is always grounded in science and truth. 


Last year we published a climate pledge, outlining the steps we promised to take in 
service of the planet. And we’ve made good institutional progress since: we no 
longer accept advertising from fossil fuel companies and we’re on course to achieve 
net zero emissions by 2030. 


We believe everyone deserves access to quality, trustworthy news and analysis, so 
we choose to keep our journalism open for all readers, regardless of where they live 
or what they can afford to pay. 


When it’s never been more pertinent, the Guardian’s independence means we can 
scrutinise, challenge and expose those in power on their climate policies and 
decisions. We have no shareholders or billionaire owner, meaning all of our 
journalism is free from commercial and political influence - this makes us 
different. We can investigate and report without fear or favour. 


If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. You have the power to support us 
through these volatile economic times and enable our journalism to reach more 
people, in all countries. 


Every contribution, however big or small, makes a difference. Support the 
Guardian from as little as $1 - and it only takes a minute. Thank you. 
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